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Arabas and Jews pett set for truca: Fighting may be expacted to cof=
e up the t. the Security Oouncilies omase-firs
resolution becomes effective on 11 June, Both sides will try to improve
their positions as much as possible before the deadline in view of the -
fact that all fighting fronts and lines will remsin stabilized during the
. four—week period of the truce, In the past week, Arab troops have _

- ‘attempted to hold their recent gains, and Jewish forces have assumed the ..
affensive, directing their main effort toward piercing the Arab triangular - .
etronghold in central Palestins, where they have attacked Jemin and '
Tulkarn: Arab ‘and Jewich forces - are deadlocked at the approaches to

. Tel Aviv. The Arab Legiom is sti1l effectively blockading the only supply

al civilian supolies |, .
during the cessation of

" Possible new line-up in Arab states; An‘important new development in’
Tntarchrad relations ay be Tndiestod by Lo seant,lew dev Trans jordan,

’ Iraq, and Egypt on Arab acceptanco of the Security Councilts Palestine
truce resolution over the objections of Saudi ‘Arabia, Syria '

- . In the past, Bgypt has backed Saudt Arabia and Syria in thei

; . Hashimite ‘states in whatever course of action is undertaken in o
T Although the irreconcilability of Arsb and sh’ demands mkes?:!gg;im
promise solution unlikely, it is possible thit ‘the three major Arab
armies now in Palestine will acquiesce in a military stalemate, ° Israsl
, would be permanently blockaded, desultory fighting would contime, but
-7 the Arabs would make no mijor attempt to a

invade the Jowish areas alo
the coast and in Gzlilee, The Egyptian, Transjordan o

. ments could pacify public opinion at home
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strong, Contimied UR-Hashind te-Egyptian cooperation would dangerously
wooken Syria and Saudi Arabia in the Arab world and would increase the
possibility of Hashimte ageression against either country or both.

The Italian coloniess The dlsposition‘of Ttaly's former African colonies;
not yet a oritical issus, is already displaying & disturbing

rosemblance to the Palestine problem. - In Lihya, in particular, the samo

rajor factors exist: (1) an increasingly nationzlistic Arab majority,

backod by the Arad League, which demands indepeudence; (2) a colosiming
minority (Itellan instead of Zionist) that has settled along the coast

and promoted wegtern skills and developments and (3) a great power (the
UE) that would like to control the area for strategic reacons.

" ‘Public opindon in hoth provimces of Iibya itself e for inmédiste
independence, though neither territory would be wwilling to accept
outeide assistance in esteblishing its govermment. Cyremaica desires

_ ‘an hereditary monarchy under Bnir Said Idris, the leader of the power= '

ful Semussi tribe, while Tripolitania wants a constitutional government
along Buropean lines, %The UK, which promised the Sanussi during the
war that Italian rule would never be reimposed on them; feels that the
best solution would be a British trusteeship over & umdted Libya under
the rule of Said Jdris. .The Itelians naturally wish to regsin control

. of their fommer colonios,. They are ‘supported by the French, who are

fearful lest the grant of independence to Libya result in mounting
pressure for independence.from the Arahs of the French Forth African
‘colonies, The USSR, in ordsr t0 curry favor with both tho Ttalians and -
the Franch, is also urging the return of the colonies to Italy, the
weakest of the Western powers, Tha Arab Leagus, becsuse of its pre-
cccupation with the Palestine iseue, has not yet taken a very active

rart in the discussion, However, it is contimvally urging indspendence
for all the Arazb lands of Horth Africaj; and if the Palestine issue ever «

dies down, the Arab league will certainly support the Arabs of Iibya as

- whole-beartedly as it is flow supporting the Arabs of Palestinms,

The Daputics %o the Commedd of Foreign Ministers will attempt to -

‘recolve these complax differentes before 15 Soptember 1948, If, as

is probable; they are unable to reach agroement, the issue will be
referred to the General Assembly. Thers, the USSR is certain to em-

- courage the divergence of opinion already exieting between France and

Italy on the one hand and the UK on the other, The attituds of the US,

- which to date favors a short UK trustéeship followed by early independsnce

for Litya, may well be decisive in the recormendations of the General
Asscmbly, However,. tho entire issus will threaten Western unity far
more than even the Palestine issue has done and may further embitter
the’ already dangerously strained relations bstwsen the Woestern and the

Arab worlds,
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Gresk reaction to rrilla ce feslers: The Narkos "peace proposals®
ve s ress 1nterprets the proposals
variously as a trick to ©ool the ardor of the Oreek Army, as an initial
step in a so-called Soviet peace offensive, or as an acknowledgament
of Comunist weakness., The Greek people themselves have with uncommon
undty supported the linister of Marte unofficial reiteration that the
government will not conzider a negotiated peace but will insist on un-
conditional surrender by the guerrillas as the only way of ending
hostilities. It would not have boen surprising if the people had been
nore receptive to the Markos propossls; although they are by now well
soquainted with ths impossitility of reaching an honest compromise with
the Comunists, many might have been expected to accept future politicel
risks in exchange for immediate release from the terror and bloodshed of
eight years of war, The umanimity of the public reaction may well inspire
greater cooperation within the government itself when parliament recon~
venes next week.

TURKEY

Government seeks to stre cabinat: The shakeup of the Turkish
GabInet, still headad by §rem:fer—§ah, is clearly intended to strengthen
the government.'s position in the National Assembly by-electicns to be
held in the near future, The government has been under heavy eriticienm,
particularly for its mismanagement of economic affairs (resulting, for
exanple, in shortages of bread and sugar and the continued high cost of
living) and for govermmental attempts to shield high officials accused
of misconduct, The goverrnment has evidently realized that its anewers
to public criticism have not been persuasiva enough and, although only
@ few seats are at stake in the forthcoming elections, has jJudged 1t
prudent to remove the less popular members of the Cabimet,

IRAN

Shah may have 40 accept a Qavam cahinet: Former Prime Minister Qavam
appears?SEBomE?_abynanfEan ever now that the Balcimi Govern=
mnt has at last f o The Shah may attempt to set up & new ocabinet
on his o, but it is unlikely that he can organize sufficient support
in the Majlis for such a venture to last long. Soomer or later, therefors,

he will probably have to soquissce in e reginme either headed b
or supported by him, . o Y Qaven

INDIA-PAKISTAN
Kashmir situation still vo: The reported clash between Indian and
Paldstan regular troops :mE Xashmir has failed to provoke either dominion
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into open war, but the situation remaine critical. Indiea would doubtless
like to control Kashwir before the UN Eachmlr Commission arrives, It is
therefore probable that its forces will encounter additional elsments
of the Pakistan Army whith have taken positions some 20 to 4O miles $nside
Kaahmir's western boundary, along a 100-mile front, in order to bolster

. the Azad (Free) Xuashmir forces. Thus, although neither dominion appears
disposed to sturt a generul conflict, a situation may develop in which
either India or Pakiatan might feel constreined to declare war,
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